
Symbols 
 

As I sat with the suit of swords, my mind became more logical, and I had the 

thought to create a logical symbol dictionary. 

 

Now this will be an ongoing project that I add to over time- and you will of 

course have access to this growing project. If you spot something I’ve missed, 

or want to discuss a point- feel free! 

 

Majors: by number. 

Courts: P, kn, q, k. 

Suits by letter:  (w, c, s, p) 

 

 

Armour. Armour may suggest someone who is prepared for a challenge. 

Psychologically it may represent someone who is guarded. Armour can be a 

sign of weakness or protection- does it show a need or a state of preparation? 

(all knights, kp, 4, 7, 13, 

Army tents. Perhaps drama. (7s) Could come under castle as well. 

Astrological glyphs. The passing of time. Time changes all things. (or if one 

astrological glyph a specific meaning connected to that symbol). (9s) 

Black pole. As this is a key symbol in the fool I associate this with some one 

who is not in physical form at this point (pre or post death). (0, 6s, 10p) 

Blindfold. Focusing on hearing, not wanting to or able to see the outer world.  

(2s, 8s) 

Boat. Movement, journey, exile, a journey where someone else is perhaps in 

charge. (3w, 6s, 2p, 13, kc,) 

Bridge. Similar in some ways to a boat, moving on, choices, journey. What is 

perhaps more important is the cards that hold a bridge. (5c, 4w, 2w) 



Butterfly. Transformation. (kns, qs, ks) 

Castles. A castle is a fortified building, designed to demonstrate power and 

provide safety.  Some buildings may or may not be castles. Castle are all about 

power- for good or ill depends on the card and the spread. I’m including Towers 

in this list as a fortified look out, and cards where the building seems to create 

a powerful feeling. (kp, 7, 16, 18, 1w, 2w, 4 w, 10w, 5c, 6c, 7c, 8s, 4p, 6p, 8p, 9p, 

10p) 

Crown. Authority, leadership, control. (Kings & Queens, 2?, 3, 4, 5, 7, 11, 13, 

16, 1s, 4p) 

Equilateral cross. Balance, the four directions of manifestation. (1c, 2, 20)  

Feathers. Feathers are connected to flight, to reaching to sun, and connecting 

with the Divine. They may suggest working with divine intention, or vitality. (2c, 

kns, knc, knw, pw, 0, 6, 7, 10, 13, 14, 19, 20) 

Fish. Messages from the divine/your own unconscious. (All cups courts) 

Flags. Confident in yourself, declaring your message loudly. (13, 19,20 

Horses. Horses have many spiritual connections- they are a means of transport 

suggesting movement, travel, independence, and possibly freedom. (all 

knights, 6w, 14) 

Infinity symbol.  Endless continuation, a connection with universal lores, 

timing. (1, 8, 2p) 

Laural leaf/wreath. Victory, success. (21, 6w, 7c, 1s, 2c) 

Moon. It can link to intuition and emotions. But also to not seeing things 

clearly (the moon reflects rather than shines). Look to the phase of the moon, 

and how the moon fits the rest of the image. ( 

Mountains. Can suggest highest potential (blue), a sense of achievement, or a 

hard road ahead if they seem inhospitable. The mountain in the Lovers 

suggests the creation between masculine & feminine.  (many!) 

Olive leaf. Peace. 

Paths. Movement, a way forward, the need to keep going on. (8p, 1p, 18, 14 

Pillars. Creating a liminal space, a sacred doorway. (2, 5, 11) 



Pomegranates. Referencing Persephone & Demeter, Mother Earth and the 

Queen of the underworld. (2, 3) 

Red roses. Physical world, full of life (red blood- passion & colour) (1, 5, 1p, 2w) 

Rope. Bondage, being restricted, or being free of these if released. (8s, qs) 

Salamander. The fire salamander represents transformation and rebirth, 

similar to the phoenix. (all wands courts) 

Scales. Consequences- when on side goes up, the other goes down by an equal 

amount. (11, 6p, 10p) 

Snake As a deck based on biblical images there is an element where a snake 

could be seen as “evil”. That doesn’t fit with my world view- and I see the snake 

more as transformation (which can be hard). (1, 2c, 6) 

St Andrews cross- known as the martyrs cross. Indicating someone/something 

sacrificed (6c) Possibly referenced on 13- we are all sacrificed to death. 

Stained glass window. Represents the idea of sanctuary, charity, peace 

(sometimes the best decision is not to accept help, sometimes it is most 

needed.) (4s, 5p) 

Stars. You have to look at the shape  of the star to understand its meaning. 8-

ponted star refers to the Pole star, offering direction and a clear way forward. 

(17) The 6 pointed is the blending of masculine and feminine to create a unified 

whole (9), the downward pointed pentacle (15) represents physical needs 

overwhelming spiritual wisdom. The star canopy or headdress (3, 7) connect us 

with the Queen of heaven and Earth.  

Stool. Stability, work, grounded, humble. (2s, 3p, 8p, 2p, 9c) 

Sun. The sun shines (rather than reflects like the moon). It radiates light.  The 

sun suggests self awareness and personal power. The sun rising or setting can 

suggest a change, shift or transformation. The sun glyph is a circle with a dot in 

the middle. (0, 5, 6, 7, 13, 14, 19,  

Sunflowers. Vitality, confidence, feeling full of your own radiance – solar  

plexus. (qw, 19) 

Wands. Represent mastery and focused power. (1, 7, 21, possibly 0 & 10p) 

Water. A huge symbol in the Tarot- as pools, rivers, rain, snow, clouds. Water 

can represent emotion, divine energy, collective unconscious, primal 



beginnings- from where we all come from, and to where we will all return. 

(many) 

White lilies. Spiritual connection, inner work, divine, purity. (1, 5, 1p, 2w) 

White roses. Death – “dead makes a man pale” or without life. (0, 13) 

Yellow staff. Guided by your own intuition or energy. (8c, 9) 

Yod. First letter of Jehovah’s name, a Jewish blessing. (1w, 1c, 1s, 16, 18) 


