
This is a three card spread for myself- what do I need to know about my 

business/work right now? There is no placement to these cards- just a general 

narrative.  

Try and think of a piece of practical advice for each card. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The 8 of wands shows a lot going on, and that it is productive. It reflects how 

busy I am, but that I am mostly keeping on top of things. It suggests projects 

that I have already started have potential. 

• Keep it simple- there’s a lot on, just stay focused on what needs to be 

done, and don’t start any more projects until something is finished. (The 

9/10 wands often indicate over work or over load) 

The Magician is a strong card of a new start, and being focused on the 

moment. Linked to the 8 of wands it suggests the work currently in progress 

will come together to create a new focus of some sort- or perhaps allow me to 

have a new focus. (the teaching, mentoring, or writing) 

• Gather all your ideas together, and create one clear cohesive vision. 

The 2 of swords is a card of intuition, and passivity. Stepping into the inner 

world. When it comes to my business the more I look at what other people are 

doing the more I lose my clear vision- I work better when it is me, my books, 

and my computer. 

• Find the time to connect to your higher wisdom, trust your insight. 

(Added insight- just back from a weekend away and I feel far more 

focused and clear headed.) 

The card at the bottom of the pack is a curious one, and almost doesn’t fit with 

the narrative of the other three. The moon often hints at fear (the crayfish 

lurking in the pool) or suggests you aren’t aware of all the information at this 

point- the moon only reflects, rather than shines. 

• Be sure not to make fear based decisions, and be aware you may not 

have all the facts at this point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This reading is for Poppy.  She has a secure fulltime job, but has formal training 

in acting. She’d love to leave her fulltime job for a sabbatical to aim to get back 

into the theatre. Is now the time to try? 

 

The first three cards refer to her current situation- how does she feel about her 

job? Is she happy? What is holding her back? 

The next three cards are advice- can you translate these into practical advice? 

The last three cards are most likely outcome- is now the time to try for acting? 

The card at the bottom of the pack is something she needs to know about her 

future- what could it be suggesting? 

 

 

 

 



This is a genuine reading (anonymised of course) and sometimes the cards are 

just that simple. 

Her current job meets her financial requirements well, yet leaves her feeling 

isolated and bored (9 pentacles).  

It is fear of lack that is keeping her in her current job (5 pentacles). She has a 

plan, but probably keeps pushing the date back out of fear (2 wands – note the 

red roses/white lilies painted on the wall). The 2 of wands is our first indication 

that her plan to move to theatre could work- because this is a card of likely 

positive outcome, but fear (5 pents) is holding her back.  

I see no joy in her work- just a steady income. 

Advice from the middle line: 

Chariot. There is a push/pull energy to the chariot that is similar to the 2 of 

wands. Chariots are all about movement- yet this one is made of concrete, and 

the sphinxes are lying down.  

The white and the black sphinxes are about balance- finding the balanced way 

forward. Not a cliff edge “just go for it” kind of a card like the Fool, knights of 

wands/swords. So if her choices are stay or go- I would advise her to create a 

pan to leave. (the middle, blended option). 

• Create an exit plan to allow you to leave your job. 

Emperor- well he is ALL about having a plan! So this one is easy. Research, 

audition, create a plan to allow you to safely leave your job and move into 

acting. 

• Write  a schedule, a plan, that ensures you are focusing on your dream of 

moving into theatre. 

Ace of wands- I see this as knowing when to take action, and also a reminder 

that what we set our will/mind to creates a forward motion.  

The link to the solar plexus, and “I want” is powerful. So, I would blend all of 

these into one piece of advice. 

• Create a powerful affirmation to weave into your plan. Perhaps “I want 

to work in theatre, and I am working to make that possible.” (I associate 

solar plexus with want) 

 



Outcome: 

The three of wands is a powerful card of good outcome- and in particular of 

success through hard work. So I would suggest a positive outcome, but circle 

back to the importance of a clear action plan to make this happen. 

I would read the 5 of swords as suggesting some rejection, and needing not to 

fall at this hurdle. With the 8 of pentacles suggesting she may need to get a job 

with some training involved, or perhaps even start with an understudy or a role 

where she is learning about acting as she works. A sense of needing to bring 

her skills back up again through some training, learning. 

So I would read this as a good outcome- with the focus on needing to create a 

plan, and to look out for jobs where she can bring her skill level up, rather than 

perhaps only auditioning for her ideal roles. 

The 8 of wands is interesting. 

On one level I think it reflects that she needs to blend her auditions in whilst 

she keeps working. The idea of having a lot on at one time. 

But I also feel this may suggest travel- and I would gentle enquire if she was 

able to look for acting jobs that meant she needed to travel, rather than only 

focus on jobs within a commuting distance. 

 

I have recently heard Poppy is working as an understudy in a city play. It is 

planned to tour at some point in a few months, and the lead actor does not 

want to tour so the role has been offered to Poppy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This reading is for Lucy. She is a widow in her 60’s, her children are all 

independent and she’s looking to overcome her “empty nest” syndrome. 

What advice would you give here? Is there still a future worth living for? (her 

actual question) 

 

Bottom three cards- who she was before she was a mum and busy in her caring 

roles. 

Middle three cards- practical advice for now. 

Top three cards- something to aim for. 

Card at the bottom of the pack- something she needs to know. 

Try linking the wands in one narrative, and the cups in another. 

 

 

 



 

Clealry Lucy enjoyed her ealry marriage (10 of cups) and wanted/looked 

forward to having a family.  No wonder that she is struggling now with an 

empty home (9 swords). 

This is a big and deep question, and if time allowed I would want to ask more 

questions, and explore with more readings. 

The 8 of cups suggests that a trip away would help her to adjust to this new 

time in her life. But is this a holiday, a trip, or a house move? I would want 

another spread- and to gently ask her feelings to see if this is something she 

could consider. 

 

Sometimes spreads just work well as past, present, future. But to me this 

spread leaps out as three horizontal readings. 

The middle spread seems the most powerful, and perhaps the easiest one the 

start with. 

The 7 of wands is a card of indivuality and independence. I would be asking her 

about her passions and interests before she had children (another spread could 

help if she couldn’t really think of anything). 

I think the key here is to identify that 7 of wands interest, find a way of 

learning/redeveloping/reconnecting with that 7 of wands interest (8 of 

pentacles- learning something/apprentice card) because it can absorb her, and 

allow her to feel fascinated by life once more through whatever this middle 

role is reflecting (page wands) 

Often clients need a little help in finding this “lost” interest, so it might need a 

little gentle chat and a few more cards. 

The row to the right is clealry about finding more/reconnecting with friends (3 

cups) 

I don’t think the ace of wands is clear in this reading-and I would probably pull 

clarity cards to ask. But I would link it with the 7 & page of wands- that 

something in her life that used to bring her fascination. 

I sense Lucy feels isolated (9 swords) and she may feel uncomfortable making 

new friends (5 wands) but there is a need to reach out, learn something, join 



something, break out of that 9 of swords- because in the future she can have 

friends in her life that bring her genunie joy (3 cups). 

In a spread each card can have different meanings, and they can both/all be 

right. 

I read the 3 of cups as friendships made by reconnecting with interests from 

her younger days. But with the Empress at the bottom of the card it could also 

refer to her adult children, and an enjoyable adult freindship with them. 

She was obviously very invested in her family (10 of cups/empress) and I feel 

her role of mother (perhaps even grandmother) will remain important. 

If we follow the cups I wonder if 10 cups is family, 8/3 cups is travelling to be 

near family, as her role as mother (empress) feels ongoing. There’s not enough 

in this spread to define this as the future- whilst there is enough to say if she 

reconnects with a passion she will make good friends and it will help her to feel 

genuinely happy. So I would ask if she is planning on moving/travelling to be 

with her adult children- and perhaps do another spread to ask more. 

Part of reading Tarot is to know what is clearly indicated, and what is 

suggested. 

 


