Checklist for reading

Do | have my core tools- Tarot/oracle cards/pendulum?
Am | in the right headspace to read?
Do | feel comfortable reading for this person/at this event?
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Do | feel physically safe?

o Am | sitting comfortably, with a table at the right height?

o Do | have practical tools- clock, pen and paper, drink.

o If appropriate, have they paid/ can take payment?

o If appropriate, if the querent is running late have | attempted
to contact them?

o Have | asked if the querent understands the process and is
happy for me to read for them?

o Have |l checked in that | feel the querentis able to process
the reading? (opening spread, interacting with querent).

o Have | summarised the reading and ensured my querent is
comfortable and has understood my reading.

o Do they have my contact details in case they want a further
reading.

Keep an eye on the clock during the reading, | like to have the start
and finish time written down, its all too easy to lose track of time!



Think of the reading like a book. You need an opening, the main
reading, and the closing where you are winding down and
ensuring the reading has been understood.

mistake) and picked up my tarot pouch without actually checking the cards were in it.
Luckily the client had. a set of Rider-Waite cards, | did a quick spread for myself to
check | could use them, and then continued.

I’'ve done several parties now where at least one person feels pressured to have a
reading. Just checking they are comfortable, allowing someone to say they are scared,
don’t believe it, or feel pressured to have a reading is really important. If this happens |
suggest we play around with the cards, see how it goes- and remind them they can ask
me anything about how the process is working as we go. Giving people permission to
question your work is very empowering.

I have read in some very uncomfortable places! | have learnt that wind, rain, and hot hot
sun can make my job very difficult! | tend to take a drink if | am reading at an event and
arrive early to ensure | am as comfortable as possible.

| struggle to read without a small analogue clock. | write the start and end of the reading
at the top of the paper and keep track of how much longer we have to go. A client once
dropped a friend off for a 30 minute reading. A while later there was an anxious knock at
the door- we’d lost all track of time; it was 90 minutes later! All too easy to do.

Summarising a reading is VERY important and leaving a few minutes to ensure your
querent understands what you have said. It can save a lot of misunderstandings and
gives a client a chance to ask for reassurance if needed. Sometimes a client may feel in
awe of a Tarot reader and struggle to understand what you are saying (perhaps hearing
loss or English as a second language). Summarising and asking if they understand
ensures your communication is effective.

Do not feel obliged to read for a client (and this happens SO MANY TIMES) if in the last 5
minutes they suddenly want a whole new, big question looked at. If you don’t have time
to read well- don’t.

As a professional Tarot reader timing is essential. Most of my readings are a 50 minute
slot- leaving 10 minutes to move between clients (and take a comfort break). | cannot
afford to allow clients to overrun, or | will face burnout trying to earn my living. If a client
is running late | do contact them- a text and email, sometimes they got the time wrong



(especially over seas), got lost, or having technical difficulties. Often | can help-
suggesting we move from Zoom to phone, or giving directions to my home. But itis my
job to hold a time-framed space, sometimes putting my cards away and standing up- if
a clientisn’t picking up on gentle cues!



