
Prediction 

 

I know a lot of readers who say they don’t cover predictions, and honestly I think this is a 
dangerous stance.  

 

It is far better to get to grips with predictions, understand the nuances of the art, and 
then express clearly your boundaries to any one you may be reading for. It has hard to 
read Tarot with no essence of prediction, understanding the past and glimpsing into the 
future are a natural part of the process. 

 

How does it work, accuracy. (Do re-visit the PDF from module 1, time & fate) 

 

I do not believe the future is fixed, but sometimes the past is so weighted the future is 
inevitable. 

 

I prefer to think of timelines, and finding the most likely one- rather than a cast iron 
prediction. 

 

To predict a time line you need to start with the past, and validate that as accurate. 
If you are not accurately reading the past then the present and future will not be 
accurate. 

 

I often think of archery, the past is how lined up you are to the target. If you are not lined 
up, and with in range of the target- you will not hit it. 

 

If a client asked about a new job and the first card I pull, representing the past, is the 
Ace of pentacles then I know they are in alignment with this goal. If I pull the 8 of swords 
then they probably need to work on their self limiting blocks before its achievable. So 
the cards that represent he past are really important; 

 

• They allow you to check for validation. 

• They foreshadow the most likely future. 



 

Take the time to read these cards carefully. 

 

If the future isn’t fixed then the cards that represent the present are very important, 
because these represent advice as well. 

 

I would argue these are the most important cards of the whole spread. Because making 
the most of the present moment will ALWAYS improve your future. 

 

I prefer to do 3 cards for the past, and 3 cards for the future, because now you have 6 
cards to really get a feel for the narrative, and you (or your client) can validate that you 
are pulling and reading these cards accurately. 

 

You should now be getting a good sense of the narrative or feel for the reading 
(especially if you have already done a reflection spread) and this will allow you to 
accurately predict the most likely timeline or outcome. 

 

We “predict” all the time. When watching a movie or reading a book we naturally try and 
gauge what will happen. When heading out for the day (for those of us with changeable 
climates) we’ll try and work out what the weather is likely to be. When planning a 
journey we may decide to leave extra time, or not, depending on a wide range of 
information.  We are always making decisions about the future, often without even 
realising it.  

 

So as you now turn the cards for the future time line they should fit with the narrative, 
and almost be expected.  

 

What happens if the future is disjointed from the rest of the reading, or the future is 
negative and not what the client hoped for? Here are some ideas to try; 

 

• Look back over the spread, are there some cards that you might read with an 
added dimension now you have the whole spread? 



• Look at the card at the bottom of the pack- does that add any clarity? 

• Leave the spread out, reshuXle the rest of the deck and pull three clarity cards 
asking “what do I need to know about this?” Or another question if appropriate. 

• Choose to do a diXerent spread looking at the situation from a diXerent 
perspective, or deep diving into a particular aspect of the reading. 

 

If a spread is unexpected, or doesn’t give you a clear answer- it is only sensible to “chat” 
with the cards and ask for more information from a diXerent spread. 

 

If you are reading for a client- talk to them about it. It may be unexpected to you, but 
totally what they expected. 

 

It is perfectly OK to re-read, but looking from a diXerent perspective, or because once 
you have understood the spread you want to re-phrase the question, or look for a 
diXerent time-line. 

 

I had a client with a toddler who had recently experienced a late miscarriage. A Tarot 
reader had advised her not to try for more children as it would destroy her marriage. 

 

I read the cards, saw exactly what the other reader had seen, but talked through the 
advice cards with my client. They talked about stress, PTSD, and seeing a therapist for 
help. (9 wands/Tower/King cups). 

 

She agreed it would help, and committed to doing this. 

 

I shuXled and repeated the spread, but based on her commitment to seek help for her 
trauma. The time line now showed taking her time (hanged man/4 cups) but a happy 
outcome (page cups/10 cups). 

 

She went on two have two more children, and is still happily married. Its not always an 
accurate prediction that counts, but navigating the advice to find the best timeline for 
you or your client. 



 

If a reading is not showing the outcome hoped for- the future isn’t fixed, try and 
understand the issues, read for help, then re-read for the timeline to see if it has 
changed. 

 

The cards that show the most likely outcome. 

Obviously these are the cards everyone is always most interested in- but they are 
almost always in a state of flux.  

 

Use them as a guide- am I on the right path? 

 

And if not, or if the future doesn’t look as hoped- try to understand why, focus on (or re-
read for) advice. 

 

I make a concerted eXort to always find a good step forward for a client. If the future 
looks tough, as it sometimes can, bring it back to the present moment and practical 
advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practising 

 

There is really only one way to get really good at a skill- regular, sustained, practice. 

 

Read for yourself on a regular basis. Journal what the cards have to say, then look back 
and see what you have learnt. 



 

I have learnt over time that the 9 of wands can represent PTSD, because on several 
occasions I suggested it to clients and they confirmed it as accurate. 

 

I have learnt the 10 of wands can be moving out of a property- because it correctly 
predicted when my husband would move out, and now lots of clients! 

 

Every Tarot reading is an opportunity to learn a little more, and if you journal then you 
can reflect and understand when your predictions were accurate- and if not, perhaps 
even why not. 

 

Managing expectations 

 

Oh this is so important! Clients can be desperate, or have false expectations, it is very 
important that at the start of the reading, and if need be throughout, you are realistic 
with expectations. 

 

It is helpful to have a starting phrase for a new client, I often use “the future isn’t fixed, 
this is like a living map helping you to understand your options.” Some tarot readers 
have a bit of a God-complex and like to talk as if everything they say is always right. If 
you are reading for others- set yourself aside from them, make it clear you can not oXer 
100% prediction rates. Tarot is an art, not a science. 

 

If you prefer not to focus on prediction then own this, make it clear how you do help, and 
be comfortable with your boundaries. 

 

 

When I am doing a specific prediction spread I am honest about how clear the 
prediction is. Refer to specific cards to explain why your reading may not be as simple 
as they had hoped. You could refer to cards that suggest timing might be slower (4 cups, 
hanged man, 2 swords..) or you might point to cards that suggest their mindset is 
important in this issue (8 swords/5 cups etc). 

 



I will often try to qualify how convinced I am in a prediction, some times saying its 
50/50, or I can only oXer about a 70% on this reading.   

 

The more majors, the more specific the cards are to the outcome, the more cohesive 
the whole reading- the more I will oXer a commitment to my prediction. 

 

Treat the reading as a map, make it clear that you are talking about possibilities, 
options, opportunities.  

 

If something seems unlikely you have the option of doing other readings to look at why, 
diXerent options, other possibilities. 

 

Remember sometimes you are reading for something the client wants to happen- but 
isn’t feasible, or even possible. Sometimes the answer is “no”, and sometimes its just 
the wrong question! 

 

 

Empower your client, or yourself, by using the reading as guide to help create your best 
future, not a rock solid prediction. 

 

So how does it actually work? 

 

There is not one complete explanation. 

 

There is scientific evidence of “spooky correlation” when two electrons are fired at great 
speed and one is influenced, the other electron can show the same influence at an 
identical moment- and we don’t know why. Maybe this is how the right cards come out? 

 

I do believe that the ‘right” cards come out. In one teaching session I asked each 
student to get their cards, shuXle and pull three for me- every student had pulled my 
stalker card as one of their three- the 9 of swords. 



 

There are many ways we might be gathering the information, and your world view will 
aXect what you believe is happening; 

 

• Spirit guides communicating to us. 

• Extrapolating likely outcomes based on universal formulas the cards express. 

• Intuition/psychic perception. 

• Connecting directly to the other person empathically. 

• Working with the collective unconscious or akashic record, where there is a 
sense of everything that has been and could yet be. 

 

 

In the end I am more interested in the fact that it does work, than how! 


