
Timings in Tarot 

I have read lots of ways to reference timing in spreads. From the suits or courts 

with people suggesting wands/pages are fast and kings/pentacles are slow, to 

noting the numbers, or associating specific cards with seasons. 

An example might be if the last card is the 8 of pentacles it will take 8 years, if the 

last card is the 2 of cups it will take 2 weeks. (wands- days, cups- weeks, swords- 

months, pentacles- years) 

Now if you have a system, and you have validated that it works- then it works, then 

work with it. But I have never used a formula based on numbers/suits and found it 

to be accurate. 

It seems much simpler to me to create a time to frame your spread. A fairly normal 

timeframe for me is three months- where I am using my 9 card grid to read for a 3 

month spread.  

When reading for a client the timing may be obvious; “I am going for a promotion 

next week, will I be successful”, or it may be up to me to play around with timing 

“will I find love?” If I read for three months and there is no suggestion of love it 

would only make sense to do a 6 month, or full year spread (still the same 9 card 

grid) rather than saying “no sign of love” who it is hopefully my timeframe that 

simply needs adjusting. 

 

If a client has suggested a specific outcome with no concept of timeframe “I’m 

keen to move home” I will ask the client for a rough time frame to work with. I 

have no issue with asking a client for more information- of course they may choose 

not to give it- but I am clear, “If you can give me an idea of when you would like to 

move, I can create a more accurate reading for you.” So as I’m shuffling I would 

then frame the question; “Looking at the house move, focused on the next 9 

months.” 

 



Juts summing up, a classic 3 card, 9 card, relationship, or pyramid spread would 

include a timeframe as part of the question. 

 

You can also do a more focused spread to look at the flow of events in someone’s 

life, or a specific situation. 

You know I love three cards- but if it was a quicker reading I may on occasion do 

one card per period of time, but I do think this lowers the detail- and therefore the 

accuracy. 

 

For this spread, let’s say someone is going for another job and they want a sense of 

the time line, I still need a sense of the expected time frame. Then I would shuffle 

and pull three cards for each period of time. If it is a very detailed spread I might 

do 4 time periods, read them, then shuffle and do the next 4 time periods, 

repeating until the reading was completed. 

 

My year ahead spread is based on this concept.  

 

Shuffle and cut the cards then; 

 

January 1-2-3 

February 4-5-6 

March 7-8-9 

April 10-11-12 

Card at the bottom, feel of the quarter) 

 



Shuffle, 

 

May 1-2-3 

June 4-5-6 

July 7-8-9 

August 10-11-12 

Card at the bottom, feel of the quarter) 

 

Continuing until the year is completed. 

 

You could choose days, weeks, months, or even years (though it is a stretch). 

It is a long handed and hard way to do year ahead readings, but I know from 

feedback that it is accurate. 

 

And that is what matters with timing- can you validate that you have a way of 

reading timing that is accurate. 

 

So, I have shared my way. Explore, play, make like a page- change it if you feel 

drawn to. 

 

Of course, timing does include prediction, and that is a tricky topic I also cover in 

this module. 

 


