
The Devil. 
  

What a loaded card, and a loaded name! 

When this card comes up in a reading people often look at it and nod, accepting 

completely that the image they see is the Biblical Devil. It’s not! 

The Devil in the bible is referred to as a spirit, dragon, serpent, beast- but no 

description matches this image. 

“Lucifer” means light, and the Devil is described as being able to clothe himself as 

in light- whereas this card is dark. 

“Satan” means adversary, and the Devil is anything that is against God- if you are 

not with me, you are against me. A very monotheistic statement. 

So where does the image in the card come from? 

It is heavily based on Baphomet (not a deity I know much about) connected with 

the Knight Templars and Occult magic. Baphomet is not evil- but classically is 

“Satanic” as it is not the monotheistic biblical God. 

The head, torso, and body position all come from Baphomet, and of course the 

arm position is similar to the Magicians. 

The horns could belong to Baphomet, or Pan, the legs are Pan’s. 

The feet are those of a Harpie’s. 

So, this is an amalgamation of deities/myths that are not of Christianity and are 

therefore considered “Satanic”. 

  

At this point it is worth reflecting on the concept of evil. Do you believe in it? Can 

we all be swayed into evil? Is anyone born evil? Is there a divine force of evil? 

In the Norse pantheon Loki is often mislabeled as Evil- in fact he is simply an agent 

of change- chaotic, disruptive, but not evil. 



I’m uncomfortable with too much hierarchy, and too much power invested in one 

deity or one person. 

“Power corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolutely” 

"You will give me the Ring freely! In place of the Dark Lord, you will set up a 

Queen. And I shall not be dark, but beautiful and terrible as the Morning and the 

Night! Fair as the Sea and the Sun and the Snow upon the Mountain!" (Lord of the 

Rings) 

I don’t believe in one single evil force, and I don’t believe any human is all evil- 

though we all have the capacity to act in evil ways. 

Tarot in itself is neutral, it can be used for evil or for good. So, I feel as readers we 

must be clear in our focus.  I try to be as open minded and inclusive as possible, 

but I do not want my readings to cause harm. 

I have read for some very questionable people. A confirmed Nazi supporter, and 

the stalker of a friend of mine. My rule is to be to open to read for anyone- but to 

never read for a question that is looking to cause deliberate harm. This could be 

as overt as “How do I best hurt my ex?” to as subtle as “will my ex’s relationship 

break his heart as badly as he broke mine?” Both readings are a simple “no”. 

So, ponder on your thoughts about evil, and how you will ensure you are not 

drawn into causing harm. The Tarot may be neutral, but the reader is always 

fallible. 

Many people have an issue with this card because they have come from a 

Christian background or are in fact still a Christian. You need to reassure yourself 

(and possibly your client)- this is not the biblical Devil, rather a projection of all 

that could hold you back. 

So, what does this “illusionary” Devil have to tell us?  

That whatever is holding you back, keeping you bound or restricted is an 

illusion.  

This is a delicate one to express- no one deserves to be abused or bullied. 

Someone struggling with illness, living in poverty or through war doesn’t “deserve 

it”. But the only real change we can ever make is by focusing on what is within our 

control. I have a few examples to try and express this. 



I had a reading recently for a young woman, working as a cleaner, desperate to 

move out of home as her father made her feel unsafe. She did not earn enough 

money to support this choice, and had no family or friends who could help. The  

emperor came up in every spread- but she did not want to talk about her father. 

The reading turned when I talked about her internal masculinity; self-confidence, 

drive, focused will, feeling empowered. She had rejected all of the emperor 

because she had rejected her father. Her body language changed, she leaned in. “I 

didn’t want to talk about it because I also felt like a victim- now I feel like I can 

make choices.” The reading did not suggest any conversation with her father, 

rather she reclaimed her power. 

When my marriage ended through domestic abuse I had to own why I had 

enabled that situation to happen. The only way to prevent it reoccurring was to 

understand my role in it. Not blame, not victim, an honest understanding of how I 

had enabled it. Now we are unpicking a verbally aggressive situation between him 

and the kids I have learnt how to handle it from a far better perspective. 

Several years ago my ex-husband went to a job interview believing he could not 

get the job. They offered him the job, he accepted, and by the time he came 

home he believed he was NOT offered the job. It was only me reading the 

paperwork and ringing to ask the company that persuaded him- yes, you did get 

the job. 

If you really believe something your mind will try to validate this belief. As John 

Milton said; 

 “The mind is its own place and in itself, can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of 

Heaven.” 

Let’s take money as an example. I have a client- very wealthy, easily able to afford 

a luxury week abroad when feeling stressed, beautiful home, various people to 

help in the home and garden- yet most sessions with her are bout money and 

lifestyle, and the poverty she feels. A million in the bank (literally) is a failure to 

her. I actually had to tell her she was offending me at one point- when she told 

me how she “literally had no money”. She feels poor in a luxury life. 

I have another lady who posts me £10 when she can, then when she needs a pick- 

me-up she books in. She is paying off debt her nasty ex-husband ran off and left 



her with, working two jobs, and supporting children and grandchildren. Yet she 

always brings me a little gift- a crystal she saw, a small bottle of gin she was given 

but won’t drink, and she feels so enriched in her tough and tight life. 

Make no mistake, this card is about the bondage of the mind- and regardless of 

what our everyday life may be like, the mind is where the  chains are.  

  

  

So how can we relate this to everyday life? 

• Excuses, “I’d love to but…” 

• Addictions, self-limiting beliefs, feeling trapped in a victim mentality. 

• Sometimes it can refer to an actual situation of being trapped- though in 

reality this is very rare. 

• Bondage- well this can be sexuality, and at times sexuality with a kink (!) 

• Having a good time, fun, getting lost in the physical world (sex, dance, sport 

etc.) this can be great, or part of an addiction. 

• Humour. I look at this card and I think, “lighten up”. Literally put the torch 

up high so we can see- but also referring to laughter and humour. 
  

Every card is a continuum; so, if this card represents bondage- then equally it 

represents liberation. 

  

The Tower 
I know a lot of clients that really hate this card! And yes, it has popped up to 

represent unexpected difficulties. 

There are some key links to other cards that I think are important. 

There are Towers and yods in the Moon card as well. 

The people are upside down, as they are in the Hanged man. 

So, let's start to unpick some deeper meanings than the usual “unexpected 

difficulties”. 



At heart the Tower represents something you have built into your life to cope 

with difficult times or give you the illusion of security. Notice there is no door or 

drawbridge, those things you built into your life to give you a feeling of security 

are now trapping you. 

  

The crown is the mind- or perhaps our ego. This can represent beliefs or thoughts 

you have relied on to  create an illusion of security or control in your life (notice 

the crown in the Ace of swords, and the fallen king in Death).  

This is one of the reasons the Tower can feel so scary- it is letting go of beliefs, 

thought processes, perhaps people, a job, habits, that have kept you feeling safe. 

You are left freefalling, unsure of your foundations in life, a literal break-free and 

breakdown in one moment. 

We all try to create certainties in our life; to feel we “know” things. Perhaps an 

easy way to consider the crown is as the ego, the need to preserve an image of 

ourselves at all costs. True self development will always dismantle the ego- piece 

by piece, and this is an uncomfortable experience. 

Yet in some older decks the Tower was called the “House of God”, and the yods 

make it clear there is a blessing to this card. 

Lightening has long been associated with God- and it's easy to understand why. 

Watching a thunderstorm is a magnificent yet slightly unsettling experience. I 

remember being with my father in a storm watching the lightning endlessly light 

the sky. Until there was an almighty bang, all the lights went out, and the house 

filled with smoke- it had hit our house – and I am always slightly wary of lightning 

now. 

Lightning fertilizes the land, it changes the structure of nitrogen, creating nitrates 

which is usable by plants. 

And when lightening hits sand it can cause it to fuse, creating a glass like 

structure. 

Aside from thunder sounding like Gods army is marching through the sky and 

causing fires on earth. 



So, when I look at the Tower card, I see that illuminating flash of inspiration, that 

shocks our mind and soul to the core and sends our ego into free fall. 

I can remember a few incidents like this in my life, moments when my whole life 

changed in one moment. 

One would be in the second session of teaching my Tarot course. Peter had laid a 

spread for himself, and I was looking at it with him. He astutely explained all of 

the cards, then pointed to the central card- the Hanged Man- and said, “But I 

don’t get what this card means”. I suggested he looked at the card at the bottom 

of the pack, it was the page of wands. He looked up and said “huh- look it's you. 

Anyway, I wanted to ask you about your Norse shamanism, I’m convinced I met 

you to learn that – so we need to talk it through”. 

I had only started the Tarot business to avoid teaching the Norse shamanism, it 

was a time filling and fascinating distraction from what I knew deep down I was 

meant to be doing. I remember my legs started shaking, I sat down, and as I 

looked at Peter, I knew this was a very determined individual that would not take 

no for an answer. 

My ego had decided that Norse shamanism was to be put to one side as too 

deeply personal to ever teach or share, this one conversation rocked me to the 

core and I started teaching Peter, then Rachel Burge (who wrote The Twisted Tree 

based on our experiences). I surrendered to the process of teaching them- even 

though it felt very scary and out of my comfort zone. Now teaching the Norse 

shamanism is a genuine pleasure, and a huge part of my life. 

  

I look at the three windows and remember the threes in the minor arcana are all 

about early success, and how easy it is to keep going with something that has 

shown early success, even though deep down you know it's not going to work out 

long term. And the more you invest – the harder it is to let go and make changes. 

And it reminds me of when the Tower has come up for people in readings; 

The year ahead reading that had the Tower & Hanged man as a key combination. I 

carefully worded that month would be about “deep personal growth.” The client 

booked in and told me “This month is terrible; everything is going wrong- but you 



told me it would be a month of deep personal growth”. I let the silence lie for a 

moment, as she looked at me and went “Yes, I should have got that.”  

The client who had a long hoped for job interview lined up, in my 9 card spread 8 

of the cards were just amazing, totally positive, then the was the Tower. I told him 

I felt the interview would go well, he would be offered the job, but another offer 

would come in that would cause him a great deal of confusion. He was offered a 

place on a PHD course and offered pretty much a dream job. Two dreams- but he 

could only follow one of them. (he took the job after much soul searching).  

And yes, I have seen the Tower mean difficult news, especially when combined 

with the 10 swords/4 swords/5 pentacles. In this case  I  don’t define the news 

will be bad, rather I focus on the importance of following up with any 

medical/health appointments (or whatever professional advice might be helpful). 

And let’s finish with perhaps my favourite meaning for the Tower card- sexual 

chemistry (it is a phallic symbol) and conception. Then the lightening really is the 

“hand of god” and perhaps even the birth of a soul. 

Because this is a card so much fear, lets bullet point: 

• Crown- ego, you are going to have to let go of some beliefs important to 

you (probably self-limiting ones) 

• Lightening- I think of this as the “hand of God”, this is a powerful force from 

the Divine, the super consciousness, universe.. 

• Yods- (flame like symbols) are a Jewish blessing, roll with it, there is an 

upside. 

• The three windows- this is something that has been successful/helpful in 

your life, but it's time to let go. 

• Falling people, you need to surrender, let go. 

 

One of the people is still wearing a crown, this may feel like the death of an ego. 

It’s not- it’s just a readjustment. 

  

Star 
And your reward for trusting the process over your ego? 



The Star, a place of hope. 

A star is a sun in another galaxy- so straight away we get a sense that this is 

beyond the mortal plane somehow, or beyond the veiled pillars of the High 

Priestess. 

And of course, the lady is naked- linking her to a state of Grace, or close 

connection with the Divine. 

Let's get through some basics before we dive deeper. 

Eight pointed star; Linked to the points of the compass. This is the Pole star, 

staying in the same place whilst all the other stars move. A fixed point we can 

navigate from. 

Pouring the water; Half is poured back into the pool (inner work) and half is 

poured onto the earth (practical work). Notice how the water forms 5 streams – 

the same 5 streams that flow from the Ace of cups.  

This is a card of manifesting your desires, showing you in one card how the 

universe works.  

  

Light and dark, hope and bondage, the cards mirror and reflect each other. 

 Another name for the Devil is “Morning Star”. Now that links to Venus being 

visible from the earth rather the Pole Star, but it’s a little detail I rather like. I 

often find the Star can be a like Hope from Pandora’s box. In the darkest of 

readings, in the worst of readings- there is the Star reminding you there is still 

hope. 

Take a look at the placement of The Star- we’ve struggled with the Devil & The 

Tower, we still have the final test of The Moon. Boy, do we need a little hope at 

this point! (The darkest hour is just before dawn). 

The Rider-Waite deck doesn’t have much nakedness really, and so I think we have 

to question why she is naked. I am drawn to the power of being veiled or covered. 

To the veiling in the High Priestess- of her hair, and between the pillars. 



Isis is veiled to protect her secrets, a little wisdom in the wrong hands is a 

dangerous thing. So, in the Star we have an unveiling, a glimpse behind the veil, a 

revelation.  

But what is a revelation? A surprising or previously unknown fact, in this case we 

can presume it has a spiritual or deeply transformative meaning. 

Finding liberation through the Devil. 

Surrendering through the Tower. 

Now we are understanding something on a new and deep level, which is helping 

us to find hope and light. 

The Star is number 17 which reduces to 8 (1+7), and there are 8 stars, each with 8 

points. Card number 8 is also a deeply feminine card- Strength, with a reminder to 

be  kind to ourselves. To appreciate we are enough, just as we are. If I had one 

message to shine out to all of humanity it would be “Kindness, to yourself and all 

things”. 

So, the Star can mean visualizing a hope or a wish, or it can be the natural 

consequences of the Tower- when something important is revealed to us. 

Stars are powerful symbols. 

From the pentacle many Pagans wear, to the Star of David, to the Blazing Star in 

Masonic traditions. 

Early humans were very adept at understanding the movement of stars, and 

appreciating the huge patterns that perhaps helped them to understand we are a 

part of something so much greater than ourselves. 

But- as I explore in The Sun, perhaps Light is the quintessential 5th element after 

earth, air, fire, and water. And a Star is  light shining from outside of our world, 

which is a mind-blowing concept to comprehend. And really does put life into 

perceptive. 

  

 

  



  

 

 

 

Moon 

The Moon has many, many layers of meanings. It's easy to get focused on 
either the deception and madness side of this card (Just think of lunatics and 
were-wolves) or to get drawn into the witchy, psychic dreamworld side. 

The Moon is both, so let's dive in. 

You’ve probably heard me say it before- but I’m going to say it again. The Sun 
shines, and the Moon reflects. If you wonder why the Moon is so connected 
with illusions, delusions, and not appreciating the complete picture then try 
to read, or write, using a mirror. When something is reflected it is distorted- 
and the Moon can reflect that you are not understanding a situation clearly. 

This distortion may simply be because you don’t have all the information you 
need at this point. Or it can be because you are in danger of making a fear-
based decision. Arthur Waite described the Crayfish climbing out of the pool 
as “primal fears” and the Moon can be about fears distracting us from our 
true path. 

I often think of the Moon card as a test. Look at its placement in the Majors. 

We’ve had; 

• The trapping and liberation of the Devil. 
• The breaking free of the Tower 
• The revelation and hope of the Star 

Now- can you keep your eye focused on the right path, even after you’ve 
experienced the true bliss of the Star? 



I want you to take your Moon card and really look at it. There is a clear 
undulating path leading to the blue mountains of your highest potential. 

There is the wild wolf, and tamed hound seeming to block your path. 

And two Towers with the fear and temptation created by them, having so 
recently enjoyed the security and experienced the catastrophe of breaking 
free. 

Can you feel how you are being tested?  So full of hope, after all the hard 
personal work of the last cards- this is a trial indeed! 

Talking of tests and trials... 

The Moon is – unsurprisingly- connected with the night, dreams, and the 
imaginal world. 

By this I mean the creative right brain, unconscious, and should you choose to 
believe in them collective unconscious and super conscious. 

We know that when we imagine or visualize experiences it can make it easier 
to achieve them- athletes use this technique- visualizing a sporting event and 
then visualizing themselves winning. 

You can test this theory a little by imagining you are drinking a favorite drink. 
Your mouth should start to salivate in preparation for the drink, even though 
there is no drink. 

If you want to explore this idea further than have a look into mirror neurons. 
These neurons respond when we observe someone, creating an emotional 
response even though we didn’t experience it ourselves. We may cry at 
someone's sadness, laugh at their joy, or salivate watching a TV baking show. 

There is some thought that empaths may have higher numbers of/better 
functioning mirror neurons. 

All this is leading me to explore how what we feel, dream and imagine is just 
as important as what we think and do. 



It never ceases to amaze me that when I work as a shaman I am working with 
my eyes shut, experiencing a lucid dream state that feels real to me. I might 
experience slaying demons, removing psychic blocks, or healing emotional 
wounds. But so many clients can feel, or even see, what I am doing. 

So- I'm not saying you need to work as a jobbing shaman slaying demons (you 
can leave that to me, I love it). But it is helpful to be aware of the power of your 
dreams and imaginal world. You could; 

•  Journal before you sleep and keep a dream journal- using your 

dreams to try to inspire you, or work through issues. 

• Ensure you allow time for creative or reflective work- valuing this 

time as much as more classically “productive” time. 

• If you can’t find a logical solution stop, switch brain modes, and try 

something creative. 

• Practice mediations, visualization, creative work to inspire- it can 

take time to get used to the skill. Just because you’re not good at it 

doesn’t mean it's not worth trying! 

• Leave a reading out overnight, then take a look first thing in the 

morning. Has your dream state added extra depth? 

 

The Moon reminds us of the balance between day and night, awake and 

sleep, conscious and dream state. If we believe the Tarot is teaching us 

that all is balance and integration, then the Moon is reminding us of 

the power and potential of the dream state, the power of the 

imaginal world. 

 

 



 

 

Sun 

 

I love the juxtaposition of the Moon and the sun. 

After the long, hard, scary walk in the Moon we get the complete safety 

of the Sun. 

 

Let's talk through some of the key symbols; 

 

Wall;  

A garden is an area where we feel nature can be tamed, and we can feel 

safe.  

Yet it has deep spiritual connections as well- “Garden of Eden”, the word 

“paradise” comes from an enclosed space- a garden. And in old Norse 

the Gods had a sacred “Garth” or garden. 

So, the wall denotes safety -a bit of a relief after some of the cards we 

have had! And also, a spiritual sanctuary of some form. 

 

Nakedness; 



There isn’t that much nakedness in the Rider-Waite deck, so when we 

come across nakedness, I think it needs to be noted. 

Perhaps Adam & Eve are naked due to biblical references, but with the 

Star & Sun I think we need to take note. 

I’m less keen on the original sin story, that doesn’t sit well with me. 

Rather I see the nakedness as a connection to source, a state of grace. 

The eating of the forbidden fruit was, I think, sexual knowledge. Because 

as soon as humans started reproducing death had to be in the equation. 

So being clothed reflects a sexual individual, even if that is being born as 

a result of sex. Whereas the naked child reflects a return to a more 

spiritual, transcendental state. It is really hard to put this into words- and 

I want to use neutral language to ensure it fits with anyone's world view. 

The nakedness reflects a deep connection with the divine. Perhaps a 

return to a more complete version of ourselves. 

 

Horse; 

We’ve had a hunting bird, snail, dog, wolf, now we have horse. What I 

love most is the relationship between the child and horse- total trust, 

nothing diluting the relationship (no saddle, no harness). 

 

This is working with our instincts, creating a relationship of trust with the 

horse- I believe we have an intuitive connection to the world around us, 

it's just sometimes we forget (or have it educated out of us). 

 

Sun's rays; 



I love the duality of the straight (masculine/yang) and wavey 

(feminine/yin) rays. Integration and balance is the aim of life, and Tarot 

will guide us there if we allow it. 

Sun; The sun is the source of most of the light, and energy in our world. 

Some light comes from stars (and moon light is reflected sunlight). 

Yes, we have access to energy through volcanic action, tides (caused by 

the moon) and perhaps water flow caused by gravity. 

But even winds are created by the heating and cooling of air, and 

anything that burns was once living and sustained through the food 

chain- where the primary food is vegetation- created by photosynthesis, 

where sunlight is essential. 

If you really want to appreciate the importance of the sun then start to 

look at the devastation a nuclear winter would cause, we can’t create 

food without the sun. (And we even need sunlight to create vitamin D). 

In occult terms light is the primal element (perhaps that quintessential 

fifth element). 

I believe there is truth in all the old spiritual wisdoms, and as the author 

and artist were from a Christian background let's turn to the bible 

(Genesis). 

 

“The earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the 

deep”. This is divine feminine, ying, passive. 

“While a wind from God” Wind is associated with words, the word of 

God. 

“Swept over the face of the waters” another key feminine/ying archetype. 



“Then God said, “Let there be light”. 

And this is what I want you to hold carefully- the light is masculine, 

primal, the source of all. Yet before the light was the dark- the divine 

feminine. They are so intertwined they need each other to exist. This is 

not the power play hierarchy of modern patriarchy. This is the knowledge 

that one cannot exist without the other- and so they are a divine balance. 

And of course we are talking of the inner energies we all have. 

 

 

Sunflowers; 

Classically sunflowers track the sun, but here they are tracking the child. 

Because when we find this spiritual truth within ourselves, we are divine. 

I don’t see this is a complete end goal, I’m sure we slip in and out of this 

at different times in our lives. It's very hard to experience this level of 

spiritual connection and trust all the time. 

I also love the childlike element of this card. Children are playful, 

trusting, they find joy in the simplest of things, and can get caught up in 

the imaginal world realizing it is just as powerful as the everyday world. 

 

I get frustrated with people that only see the court cards as a hierarchy, 

not recognizing the power of the pages. 

 

We can connect with the Sun card by; 

• Gazing at a candle or flame (not the sun- obviously!) 



• Getting outside in nature. 

• Gardening, or tending plants. 

• Being playful. 

• Spending time with children or animals. 

• Doing anything that creates a feeling of safety. 

 

Safe is an under rated word. One holiday, staying at an air BnB I noticed 

the TV would allow us to continue watching a favorite series 

(Taskmaster) so I suggested we watch it. All the children turned to me 

with an explosive “no”.  

I thought about our evening ritual- a little before 9pm a candle is lit, the 

fire if it's cold. Mugs of tea are made, and a pudding placed on the coffee 

table. Each child has their own blanket which is used even if the weather 

is hot- then the TV is switched on for our box set- even if we often talk 

over most of it. 

It is this ritual, started in lockdown, which creates a cocoon of safety. My 

children were happy in the air BnB, but it wasn’t home. 

Judgement 

So, the card references the biblical concept that there is/or perhaps will 

be, a heaven on earth. And the people are shown arising from their 

coffins - naked- which could describe as being in a state of Grace or 

wholeness once more. 

Yet look at this card carefully, the background is all soft blues (as the 6 

of swords), and I have to question is this heaven on earth - or is this 

beyond the veil, a purely spiritual image, as in the Star. 



The cards number is 20, which reduces to 2. I believe we are getting a 

glimpse of beyond the veil, the deepest divine feminine, hence the soft 

blues that the landscape is painted in. 

How could being reborn in a state of wholeness relate to everyday life? 

Because many of the readings we do will be about the complexities of 

everyday life. 

As we go through life we adjust, adapt, lose parts of ourselves to fit in. 

You might have been desperate for a creative career, but perhaps your 

parents pushed you in to a trade. You might be deeply introverted- but 

find your job demands a more extraverted personality. You might even 

feel like being a traditional wife, but all your friends feel that a career 

makes a woman… the list is endless, the minor and major ways we 

sacrifice parts of ourselves to gain acceptance. 

Judgement is the moment when you reconnect with lost parts of yourself 

to feel complete once more. As always, I think we cycle round this time 

and time again in our lives. 

 

In my lates 20’s I was quite punk. I was obsessed with (still am)  Rocky 

Horror and early Adam Ant, some of my clothing choices were a little out 

there. My husband liked a more “conservative” style, and it was easier to 

embrace this than to fight against it. 

 

I am wearing my first post divorce punk top right now. A grey skull on the 

front, but with endless frayed holes designed in the top, especially in the 

elongated back where the frays almost create a winglike hole.  

When I first bought the top it stayed in my wardrobe for several months, 

it felt scary to reclaim this part of me. When I first wore it my children 



were a little incredulous “it's got more holes than material. Why would 

you even like that?” 

Now I wear it, love it, and totally feel at peace with my clothes style. And 

my kids are so used to this reclaimed style they no longer notice. 

Judgement will often occur at the moment you reclaim something of 

yourself that you lost, you feel complete once again. 

A lot of people hate the word “judgement”, to “judge” someone is seen 

as a bad thing. 

And yet a judgement is “the ability to make considered decisions or 

come to sensible decisions.” 

This is when we break free of societal or parental expectations. When 

we stop looking for external judgements from a God or higher power and 

start finding them within. 

A good wisdom tradition doesn’t tell you what to do- it gives you the tools 

to find the answers for yourself. 

The angel (Gabriel) is not speaking or handing a book. He is blowing a 

horn - a divine musical tone rather than speaking instructions. 

 

My spiritual path is Stav, and the current heir to the tradition is Ivar 

Hafskjold. He talks about the tools of Stav (working with the runes) and 

to paraphrase him- 

"I can show you that the shape has 8 right angled corners, but you have 

to work out that it is a cube.” 

He believes we can teach the tools to personal and spiritual awareness, 

but the individual has to join the dots. 



This is similar to something Lao-Tze says; 

“The Tao which is the subject of discussion is not the true Tao” 

And maybe why many religions say Gods true name can not be 

pronounced. 

We can’t express in words (which is why trying to write about some of 

these cards is so hard) true spiritual understanding. We can signpost 

towards it, share tools, reflect on our experiences. But each experience 

is so complexity unique we can’t truly express it in words. 

So how to translate this weighty card into everyday life? 

• Tune in- is an important karmic cycle coming to an end? Are you 

stepping into a new cycle? 

• Are you being asked to reclaim a lost part of yourself? 

• Is the universe communicating to you, but you’re just not listening? 

• Are you making time to connect with your higher guidance/spiritual 

practice? 

• Is there something you know, but aren’t acting upon? 

 

The World 

The first and the last cards are clearly linked by the wands, something 

has been gained through the journey - and integrated. 

What is integrated? 

• Inner masculine, and inner feminine. 

• Logic and emotional selves. 

• Parts of ourselves we sacrificed along the way. 

• Our conscious awareness of the mind and the imaginal. 



• Spiritual and ethical understanding - so we are autonomous self-

aware individuals. 

• Our understanding of the Divine. 

The list could go on… 

The Magician stands demonstrating “as above, so below. As within, so 

without”. And with the two wands The World demonstrates she has 

mastered that. Deeply understanding that all is a reflection of source, 

and she is source. True cosmic consciousness. 

 

I don’t think we can maintain this continually in physical form- I think we 

can attain it at times, but The World must also be looked at from a more 

practical level. 

Not every reading, not every situation is about the spiritual. 

I want to start by drawing your attention to the fact that she appears to 

be joyfully dancing.  Life is meant to be enjoyed! That is lost sometimes 

in our quest for understanding. 

She is not fully naked, she is lightly veiled. She is true to herself, yet not 

in complete connection with the divine. Life is for living; we are here to 

be human – not to be in union with the divine at all points of our life. 

Perhaps this also refers to the human need to always keep a little part of 

us private, we never truly know another whilst we are in human form. 

 

A wreath is made by human hands, this level of personal understanding 

comes through personal work. It's amazing the number of people who 

think this level of personal mastery can come through a weekend 

course- it takes time, and a commitment to whatever tools best suit you. 

(Reading, meditating, a spiritual path, journalling….) 



 

In readings this card will reflect a positive outcome, a wonderful result, a 

successful completion. 

It can often pop up at times when we are devastated or worried by a 

difficult situation (divorce, redundancy, failure of a business, 

estrangement of a family member or friend) to say- in time you will 

realize that this is a powerfully good opportunity, even if it feels scary 

right now. 

 

The world is reclaiming herself, feeling complete, but in the nature of life, 

starting again- cycles, always cycles. 

 

I did a reading for a lady recently. She had manifested her dream job a 

few years ago. Now she had outgrown it but was worried that by looking 

for another job she was rejecting what the universe had provided. I told 

her nothing lasts forever, it was fine to look for another job- with gratitude 

for what the universe had already provided. 

 

The four figures (repeated from the wheel of fortune) represent the four 

elements, laid out on the Magicians table. What is the quintessential fifth 

element represented on the pentacle? 

Perhaps it is light, spirit, time, the Divine.  In the World it is suggested it 

is our own human nature. Whilst so many seek the Divine, in the end 

the Tarot reminds us to seek ourselves- because that is the gift the 

Divine has given us. 



I’m using the word Divine to represent that something more than us 

which I am not seeking to define as God, it could just as easily be the 

universe or nature. That is a question for you. 

The World brings us back to simplicity. 

It reminds us that success is created by our own hands, and each 

ending is simply another beginning. 

You are center stage in your life- dance through and live your best 

life, that is why you are here. 

In a reading it is always positive-even if going through the toughest of 

times. Reminding you that the decisions you are making now you will be 

grateful for in the future. 
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