
I’ve been keeping my eye out for interesting sword based spreads I could share 

here (obviously anonymised) then this one cropped up! 

I asked the cards “How am I doing?”  I was so happy…even thinking to myself 

“can’t use this one, no swords” then bingo- card at the bottom of the pack! 

This is based on my reflection spread: 

How is my business/work life going? 

• Why did the one swords card catch my attention  so much? 

• What second spread would you do to better understand the one sword 

card? (You’ll find my second spread here too). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7 pentacles- reflecting, choosing how I want to focus the next phase of my 

business- but something I need to improve upon-8 pentacles- systemising, and 

organising my business! Improving admin often gets pushed to the bottom of 

the list, yet I know it will improve my business dramatically. 

All this reflection and planning won’t help much unless I pause to focus on 

organisation as well, especially with so much going on (8 wands) 

Card in my unconscious- knight of cups-following my heart. I love creating 

content, I actually really enjoy writing, and I definitely enjoy exploring Tarot 

and the runes. So my current planning is in alignment with what I love doing 

(always a good thing). But the knight of cups can get carried away with his 

dream- hence the focus on 8 pentacles- heart based but organised! 

In the past (6 pentacles) I have taken control of my resources and spent them 

wisely – and now- 8 wands I have lots of projects in the air, and they are 

manifesting well. The card for the future- Star couldn’t be better. 

A simply lovely reading- not so much about money, more creating an abundant 

business and life… 

 

Then there is that bugger at the bottom. I still don’t quite believe I can pull this 

off. And that is very important- because intent and self belief create our future. 

So I decided to do a second spread to look at the 8 of swords. 

As a Tarot pro I need to create the right spreads to answer the questions, and  I 

wanted to demonstrate that with this spread. Stil the same past/present/flow- 

but focused slightly differently. 

What is the root of the 8 of swords? (9p, Moon, Justice) 

What do I best do about this? (Magician, Emperor, Queen P) 

What do I need to do- right now? (ace s, 6 p, 3 p) 

• I find the middle row fascinating. 

• What is the over all advice? 

• On the whole is this a positive or a negative reading? 



 

 

 

What is the root of the 8 of swords? (9p, Moon, Justice) 

Often in a question like this we will get early childhood as represented by 

Empress, Emperor, or 6 cups. Or even birth as represented by Fool. 

As I looked at this spread I connected the Moon with womb, birth, and primal 

beginnings.  

 

But taking a more logical approach; 

9 pentacles – money, resources. 

Moon- Fear and uncertainty. 

Justice- fairness, or in this case perhaps unfairness (when linked with the other 

2 cards). I have been treated “unfairly” in the past, possibly since birth, and this 

has led to a strategy of expecting the worse in life (and the 9 of pentacles has a 

feeling of got to keep on top of things at all times.) 

A trauma response of always expecting the worse. 

 

What do I best do about this? (Magician, Emperor, Queen P) 



Let go of the past (magician) and recognise that I have everything I need to be 

successful and financially secure.  

Create a confident and logical plan moving forward (Emperor). Logical planning 

is not my strongest suit! I tend to get overwhelmed and take on too much. 

(linked to 8 p in previous spread) 

I associate the Queen p here with my role as mother- to nurture myself 

through my family, rather than looking backward to my family of birth. 

What do I need to do- right now? (ace s, 6 p, 3 p) 

There is a real resonance between the magician, emperor, ace s, 6 p. They are 

all talking about being centred, being focused, taking control, clear thinking. 

Look for cards that bang home the same meaning- it can be a very important 

point. 

Ace swords- laser thinking, writing down a clear and logical plan (=Emperor) 

6 pentacles- taking control of my resources (mostly time!) to focus on my clear 

plan. 

3 pentacles- I am reading this is 2 different ways;  

Focus on my weaknesses (the pentacles are black) as this is always the best 

way to build anything. (in a long professional reading I would probably then do 

a reading focused on what are my weaknesses- and how to build on them) 

Also making sure my life is balanced. The three figures are reflecting work, 

money, spirit. The need to ensure my work and leisure life is balanced. 

I’m also drawn to this card being in the foundations of the building, the need to 

work on the core basics of my work/life. The “behind the scenes” aspects. 

 

The card at the bottom- the ace of pentacles- abundance can be found by 

leaving my comfort zone. The need to be bold and brave. 

Note there are 3 “aces” in this spread, so a real “new start” feel. 

 

 

 



Mike asked about a work colleague he is having issues with. Rather than a core 

relationship spread I decided to use the 9 card grid, but be more specific about 

the rows. 

Row 1- how is Mike towards his colleague. 

Row 2- what do we need to know about his colleague. 

Row 3- how can Mike best handle this. 

Card at the bottom- likely outcome. 

 

 

 

This may at first seem like quite a difficult situation-don’t assume the Tower is 

negative. 

Look at the card at the bottom of the pack. Think of the benefits the queens 

could bring to this situation. 

 

 

 



 

A mixed bunch of cards that shows Mike is very uncertain and perhaps keeps 

changing how he is handling this. His inconsistency is probably not helping the 

situation. 

9 wands can be hyper vigilance, being over guarded, and may be a stress 

response. I would be asking if Mike is being triggered by his colleague. 

King Cups is the people pleaser- Mike may not be being honest with his 

colleague. 

4 of swords is a card of peace, a feeling perhaps that Mike (when combined 

with the other 2) is treading on egg shells to avoid conflict. 

It can be hard when a client comes in blaming another person for a situation, 

yet the cards clearly suggest the client is also a part of  the issue. Tread with 

gentle honesty. 

In this case Mike did admit he realised he had handles some situations badly, 

and we went on to do another spread looking at his core wounds. 

 

Row 2 (6c, 8s, 7s) 

A heady mix of cards! This suggests the colleague’s biggest issue is low self 

esteem (8s) from a childhood issue (6c) but he uses this in a dangerous way 

(7s) 

He is attacking Mike as a form of defence. 

Ethically I don’t think its my job to pry into the colleagues issues- rather to alert 

Mike to the fact the colleague is wounded and acting in a defensive way, even 

though it is experienced as aggressive. 

 

Row 3 (tower, qs, 4c) 

Now the Tower does not have to be a bad card, and I immediately checked the 

card at the bottom of the pack to see the likely outcome. 

The queen of wands is about confidence, which is lacking in both Mike and his 

colleague – so I am interpreting the Tower in a positive light. 



I think here the Tower is suggesting Mike clears the air, and he might need to 

move into a confrontation to allow the communication between them to be 

more honest. (if you were uncertain about this there is always the option of a 

second spread to confirm how would allowing a confrontation work out.) 

The 4 of cups is about stepping back- so I would urge Mike not to make this 

personal but to consider why he is doing this- so no personal comments, no 

point scoring. Keep it to clearing the air. The queen of swords I think is about 

establishing clear boundaries, and moving away from the inconsistency that 

seems to define this relationship. 

When we read for another person we must focus on what they can do to 

improve their situation. 

Over focusing on the colleague will not really help Mike, we need to look at 

what he can do. 

 

In a professional reading I would probably want to double check that clearing 

the air and setting clear boundaries is the right action. 

 

Mike came back to me a few weeks later. His colleague had disrespected him 

over a silly thing (making coffee) and Mike had used that to call him to account 

and taken a more combative style than usual. They were able to talk it through 

and come to a more honest working relationship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Molly is being divorced by her husband. They separated some years ago, have 

no shared assets, but two teenagers who live fulltime with Molly. She is upset 

at the divorce and worried about how it may impact her future (husband pays 

maintenance). 

Row 1- what we need to know about her husband. (9s, chariot, hanged man) 

Row 2- advice to Molly. (k p, 6s, king p) 

Row 3- Likely outcome. (qs, 2s, 7c) 

Card at bottom (3 w)- need to know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I would say her husband is struggling to let go and move on. The 9 of swords 

suggests he is not happy with where his life is. The chariot is a  card of wanting 

to get going, but can also represent feeling stuck. There is an “over confidence” 

to this card- he may be masking how he really feels. The hanged man suggests 

he may feel as if he has been in limbo for a long time and the divorce seems to 

be his way of “moving on” 

Moly was surprised as he always acts super confident, but when we talked 

further she could see a lot of that seemed to be talk- he doesn’t actually seem 

to have an active social life. 

The advice to Molly was to move the divorce forward in a smooth way (6 

swords) that it would be better for both of them to allow this legal separation. 

The 2 pentacles cards are very positive and grounded. I felt they would 

probably make a better team divorced than separated. I urged her to be 

supportive in the divorce, and to create a good financial settlement where they 

both felt happy with the outcome. 

Molly admitted they’d never really talked about money, and that an open 

conversation would probably do them both good. 

The likely outcome is unsurprisingly divorce (queen of swords) with no 

suggestion of a fight or the need for court. A sense they would both find more 

peace (2 swords) with a legal separation, and they would each have a more 

positive perspective on their co-parenting (8 cups) 

 

My overall feel was the divorce was a positive move forward for both of them 

(3 wands) 

 

This is one of those occasions when Tarot is so helpful. Molly’s friends (actin in 

her defence) thought there was a negative reason for the divorce. They were 

advising her to fight, see a lawyer, make it difficult. Now I would never advise 

someone against a lawyer- but by understanding his motives Molly was able to 

approach this with an amicable attitude instead of aiming for a fight. 

 

 



 


