
The Devil 

“Trapped.”  15 

Like a scene from a Hammer Horror movie, a figure we would name the Devil looks at us. 

Chained in front of him are Adam and Eve, seemingly un-aware of the ‘elephant in the 

room’. 

 

Associations: Limitations, addictions, attachment, repression, sexuality, humour, a trickster, 

having a good time, drunkenness. 

 

Advice: Look at your life honestly and see through the illusions. You may be feeling trapped, 

restricted, but there is a way through this. 

 

Warning: Watch out for excuses (“I’d love to, but…”). 

 

Question: When you find yourself thinking you ‘have to’ do certain things, question why. 

 

Symbolism: 

 

• This card closely resembles the pictures in The Hierophant and The Lovers. And yet 

the people stand with their backs to the Devil, seemingly unaware of his brooding 

presence. The Devil often reflects a time in our life when we feel cut off from our 

‘God’ (whether that is our higher guidance or another source). We feel unable to make 

a choice, restricted in our freedoms due to fear, lack of clarity, addictions or 

attachments. We may feel ‘possessed’ by something out of our control. This may be 

obviously bad (overspending, gambling, alcohol, etc.), or be masquerading as 

something useful (a smothering parent, a dominating or controlling partner, or a political 

zealot). 

• The burning torch is held downwards, the background is black, and the Devil has 

bat wings. This card is all about being ‘left in the dark’; choosing ignorance over 

responsibility. 

• The Devil can also refer to our own ‘shadow self’; those characteristics that belong to 

us, but that we deny (jealousy, greed, fear, bigotry, etc.). The usual way to deal with 

unacknowledged shadow aspects is to project them onto other people. The Devil’s 



goat head leads us to the idea of a ‘scapegoat’; someone who bears all the shadow 

elements for us. (In olden times this was literally a goat that would be sacrificed to 

atone for the sins of the group.) 

 

It is a truism of life that when negative aspects of ourselves are not recognized as 

belonging to us on the inside, they appear to act against us on the outside. 

(Sallie Nichols) 

 

• There is also a strong link between the Devil and the Gods Pan and Dionysus, both 

noted for their love of a good time, humour, tricks, parties and drunkenness. 

Sometimes a good laugh and a bit of fun is the most powerful way to lighten a 

situation. 

• I also want to draw attention to the inverted pentagram, the five-pointed star with 

the single point pointing downwards. (Notice how all the pentagrams in the suit of 

Pentacles have the single point upwards.) I see the single point as representing ‘spirit’ 

or ‘soul’. In the suit of Pentacles, the spirit is the driving force behind the card. In The 

Devil, the ‘body’ or your earthly desires (greed, the need for security, addiction, sex, 

drugs, etc.) are the driving force. Your higher guidance is not making the decisions; 

you are reacting to bodily needs without conscious thought. 

 

In a reading: 

 

• Are you using something as an excuse to ‘let you off’ doing something you would 

really like to do? 

• Are you allowing someone else (or an organisation) to ‘pull your strings’? 

• Do you have addiction or attachment issues? 

• Do you realise that only you are responsible for your life (not your schooling, your 

parents, the government, etc.)? How you respond to problems remains in your control. 

• Are you integrating your shadow side into your life, or are you creating problems for 

yourself by projecting your issues onto people around you? 

• Is it time to lighten up with a good party or a belly laugh? (An episode of Bottom always 

lifts my spirits…) 

 



The negative side to this card: You may not be aware that you are addicted, restricted, or 

suffering from self-limiting beliefs. I often find a blocked Devil card suggests that things are 

hidden from us, in our shadow. 

 

It is so easy to slip into the place of The Devil; I certainly linger there far too often myself. 

To fear that we have no choices, that someone else has all the power, to choose not to see the 

truth, to work even when we need rest, to drink alcohol even when we know we need to sleep. 

Find The Devil and The Lovers and place them side by side. One is choice; the 

other is entrapment. Notice how in The Lovers, there is eye contact between the figures, 

whilst in The Devil, Adam and Eve choose not to notice the Devil. On some level they have 

chosen to believe they have no choices. 

On a lighter note, I often find The Devil card pops up when excuses are around; those 

little reasons we give for not doing the things we’d really love to do: “I’d love to, but the kids 

are too young/I don’t have enough money (or time)/I am too old (or young)/I’m not 

intelligent enough.” We all have a succession of little excuses we use to stop ourselves really 

embracing the life we want to live. Watch out for The Devil (excuses) and the King of Swords 

(giving yourself a good talking-to); it’s a powerful combination of ‘Don’t talk yourself down.’ 

 

The Tower 

“Breaking Free.”  16 

A tower – seemingly without any way in – is struck by lightning. Two figures fall from the 

tower. 

 

Associations: Unexpected change, acceleration of events, crisis, breakdown, new 

understanding (illumination), breaking old patterns, loss (of job, house, relationship…) which 

will hopefully lead to better things. 

 

Advice: You might as well embrace change; it’s coming. 

 

Warning: Don’t try to cling to the status quo that no longer serves you. 

 

Question: Breakthrough, breakdown or both? 

 

Symbolism: 



 

• Well, it’s a tower! Towers can serve many purposes: as a vantage point, to bridge the 

gap between heaven and earth, to protect, or to imprison. Towers can represent 

organisations or groups (the Holy Roman Empire was referred to as ‘the proud 

tower’), or reflect our own mind. Beliefs and assumptions that we hold central to our 

life could be challenged, whether this is a ‘secure’ job, family issues, or on a 

psychological basis. 

• This tower has a crown on top; a ‘crowning glory’, if you like. Time to consider 

what in your life is so important, so rigidly held that it is now entrapping you. Many 

people continue with an easy but unsatisfying life for a long time, preferring comfort 

to content. The Tower card changes all that. It suggests a crisis that will force you to 

re-evaluate what is really important to you. Although this is bound to be difficult, face 

it with courage and honesty and you are likely to look back and be glad of the 

opportunities The Tower brings you. 

• The fire in the tower is a cleansing process, removing the dead wood and allowing for 

new things to grow in your life. 

• The figures falling (some say flying but that doesn’t work for me) are male and 

female. This is a shift that will affect both your unconscious and conscious brain. 

How will it feel? You will have that ‘heart-sinking moment’ when you realise you have 

to face this change! Take a look at the 10 of Pentacles. See the tower in that picture, 

with the figures either side – The Tower is a natural process of destruction. Nothing 

lasts forever. 

• Lightning is a powerful, natural force that myths associate with the Gods (think 

Zeus and Thor). It is a symbol of destruction, but also of divine energy. In myth, to be 

struck by lightning is to be ‘touched by the hand of God’ (Sallie Nichols). It is 

illuminating, a psychological breakthrough, a ‘Damascus moment’. Inspiration 

strikes, and you have a realisation that changes your life. 

• The ‘yods’ seen falling with the figures are a symbol that, out of the destruction of 

the crashing tower, something new will have the chance to grow. There is a blessing 

with The Tower. However painful the process may feel, there is a feeling of liberation. 

 

In a reading: 

 



• Something is changing, probably in a fast and unexpected manner. 

• You face a crisis that will force you to look at your life with fresh eyes. 

• You realise that something in your life has been trapping you, and feel inspired to 

make changes. 

• Inspiration strikes. 

• Rows, arguments, a big release of energy and pressure. 

 

The negative side to this card: Usually reflects that you are avoiding this change! It is a card 

that lots of people struggle with – unexpected change is a scary thing. Certainly, it’s not a 

card I’d be pleased to see in certain contexts, especially when connected to a question where 

I was hoping for security. Always look to the cards around The Tower to better understand 

the context. If it is indicating unexpected changes, look for how you can prepare for those 

changes. 

 

The Tower so often strikes fear into clients; it does have that angst of ‘unexpected’ change. 

Our first thoughts so often go to job loss, relationship splits, evictions. Yes, this card is about 

sudden and dramatic change, but the seed of the new start is contained within the card. The 

image itself is deeply phallic; the lightning bolt is ‘divine intervention’ or quickening 

energy. I have seen this card represent: 

 

• The conception of a baby. 

• The brilliant idea that led to someone leaving their job and starting a business. 

• The argument that caused the scales to fall from someone’s eyes so they could see the 

truth of their relationship, and leave. 

 

Yes, this is disruption and change. But whatever is left is solid and will allow for 

regeneration. 

Don’t be afraid of The Tower – the longer you resist, the more it will hurt! I had this 

card so often towards the end of my marriage, and I clung so hard to the status quo, 

determined to resist what was so clearly coming. If it is a regular card in your readings for 

yourself, pay attention: it is unavoidable (being a Major Arcana), but there are always ways 

to negotiate this card with kindness and grace. 

 



The Star 

“A hope, a dream, a wish.”  17 

The card may be called The Star, but let’s be honest: the focus is a naked woman. She is 

pouring a jug of water into a pool, and a jug of water onto the earth. Above her is an eight-

pointed star. 

 

Associations: Hope, optimism, blessings, wishes, self-esteem, calm after the storm, clear 

inner view, peace, hope, gifts from the spirit. 

 

Advice: Everything is working out just the way it should. 

 

Warning: Take time to reconnect with your inner spirit, then things will flow again. 

 

Question: What is your wish? 

 

Symbolism: 

 

• There is no more feminine symbol than a pool of water held by the gentle earth. The 

woman is pouring the water onto the earth and back into the pool. 

• The pool (as with all water) represents our unconscious, our dreams, our connection 

with others on a soul level. The water being poured onto the earth reminds us to take 

action to create our dreams and wishes. Do one small thing each day to make your 

dreams come true. The water being poured back into the pool reminds us of the 

importance of working on our inner path. As the woman pours the water into the pool 

it will flow out, subtly changing the movement of the whole pool of water. So too with 

dreams and unconscious work. As we start to work on this subtle level (whether 

with dream diaries, Tarot, positive thought, shamanism, etc.), it will have an effect 

on our lives, and most probably a much wider influence. It is the ‘ripple effect’: hard 

to see, but very powerful nonetheless. 

• The eight-pointed stars are reminiscent of the points of a compass, and of course, 

stars have long been used as a navigation tool. This card is named The Star, not The 

Pool or The Lady. We all need to turn our focus to our hopes and dreams, not our fears, 

for what we focus on, we will create in our life. Time to ‘wish upon a star’ and then 



wake up each morning ready to work at making that dream come true. It sounds like a 

Disney film, I know. But many of those films are based on much older tales! 

• The tree is a reflection of the woman pouring water onto the earth and into the pool, 

because it grows equally downwards as upwards. 

• The woman is supporting herself on her left knee (the left side being connected with 

our feminine, intuitive side). Her strength comes from her trust in her own inner 

strength. 

• The bird could simply be a bird with whatever symbolism we can attach to this, or it 

could be a fluid reinterpretation of The Tower; a connection between heaven and 

earth. Or it could be an ibis; a bird sacred to Thoth, connected with Hermes and The 

Magician. 

 

In a reading: 

 

• A real message of hope, optimism, and things working out very well. 

• If you have problems and difficulties in life,  focus on what you would like to 

happen; don’t focus on fears and difficulties. 

• Have confidence in yourself. 

 

The negative side to this card: The Star is asking you to focus on whichever of its gifts you 

feel are lacking: hope, optimism, tranquillity, self-confidence, or inner work. It is also 

asking if you are actually working towards this wish in any practical way – or are you just 

dreaming? A vision board without action always remains simply a vision. 

 

At last, after all the cards of fear, change and balance, a card that firmly says, ‘hope’. And, 

boy, do we need that! I love the hope and optimism of this card; it really has that ‘Disney 

bluebird ending’ kind of a feel. Whenever it pops up for me, I feel as if the cards are saying, 

‘Everything is going to be OK.’ 

You do have to be careful with The Star, though. Unbridled optimism is wonderful, 

but if it isn’t grounded, if you don’t use it to create a plan and follow through, then it is just 

optimism. 

When I started my Tarot business The Star was a key card in most of my personal 

readings. At first, I took it as a really good sign, but as it just kept cropping up, I began to 



realise that maybe whatever The Star was saying was a bit deeper than ‘All is wonderful.’ 

Then I noticed it showing up in other holistic professionals’ readings, and I started to really 

take notice. I realised that The Star can be reminding you to take a balanced approach to 

achieving your dreams (that link with Temperance), and that holistic professionals often fall 

into one of two camps: 

 

1. I am meditating, vision-boarding, and creating daily affirmations. I am totally in 

alignment with my goals, even though I am doing little to actually build my business 

(pouring water into the pool). 

2. I am totally focused on advertising, visibility, and building my business, even though 

I have deep doubts and most of my inner thoughts are actually quite negative (pouring 

water onto the earth – this was definitely me). 

 

The trick to success is to get the balance right. As soon as I realised that The Star was 

reflecting my lack of balance; that my inner journey, mindset, and manifesting had been 

sacrificed for business development, it moved out of my readings. So, if you have a ‘stalker 

card’, work out why; it means you haven’t fully understood the message yet. Or maybe you 

have but you choose not to take action: my current stalker is The Devil, yet I haven’t cut 

down my work hours. We can all be a bit stubborn at times! 

 

The Moon 

“Illusions.”  18 

A large moon dominates the card, with two towers framing the picture. Crawling out of a pool 

is a crayfish. 

 

Associations: Reflection, dreams, unconscious, confusion, delusion, illusion, desperation, 

depression, fear, madness, hormones, cycles, unsettled energies. 

 

Advice: Now is a powerful time to work with your unconscious, bringing your dreams into 

manifestation. 

 

Warning: Things may not be as they seem. 

 

Question: What are you really scared of? 



 

Symbolism: 

 

• The moon gives no light of its own; it reflects the sun’s light. Whenever something is 

reflected, it is distorted and more difficult to understand. So often The Moon will crop 

up as a warning: we are not looking at things logically; we do not have a clear view 

of the problem; we are reacting based on fear and confusion. Look to other cards to 

see if advice is offered. 

• Waite described the crayfish emerging from the water as our deepest primal fears; 

nightmares starting to grow from the shadows. But The Moon does not suggest that 

these fears are real. If The Moon shows up, other cards are needed to see the issue 

clearly. 

• There is a path leading from the crayfish and onwards. We need to keep living our 

life, despite our fears. The dogs (one dog and one wolf) howling at the moon seem 

overlarge, till we walk towards them and recognise them as allies that only appear 

threatening due to our fearful state. 

• I see the pool as being beyond the veil (seen in The High Priestess and Justice); you 

are working with your unconscious here. Which is very powerful, but you must 

bring that wisdom through into the physical world. You need to walk back between the 

twin pillars (represented as towers) and step into the new day. 

• We need courage to walk between the twin guard towers. Most of the rest of the 

world is bound by rigid structures to give it a false sense of security or importance, 

but we walk past. 

• And on to the path. It is a clear path, but the terrain is rough and we will find 

ourselves in a valley with no clear view, walking hard uphill, and at times running so 

fast downhill we will find it difficult to stop. A bit like life. The Moon reminds us to 

keep our wish (found with The Star) in mind and to power through the pitfalls and 

minor defeats. The path originates from the water. All great achievements must 

start with the internal vision of what we wish to achieve: 

 

…accomplishment is made possible by the exercise of imagination, for imagination is 

what makes clear and definite our desires and aspirations. Mental images are the 



patterns which we pass into subconscious, the builder of the body and the controller 

of all functions. 

(Paul Foster Case) 

 

• The yods falling from the sky remind us, yet again, that even if we do feel unsettled 

and slightly scared, this will bring blessings as we have the courage and faith to face 

our fears and continue our journey. 

 

In a reading: 

 

• Pay attention to your dreams, and information coming from your unconscious (or 

beyond). 

• Beware that you may be in a confused state, and not fully aware of the facts. Look to 

other cards for advice if this resonates with you. 

• Hormonal issues, lack of sleep, depression, feeling slightly mad… 

• Yes, you may be experiencing fears and confusion, but stay focused and keep moving 

towards your goal. After the night, a new day will dawn. 

 

The negative side to this card: You are at risk of making a decision based on fear or incomplete 

information, or perhaps one influenced by lack of sleep or hormonal issues. Really look at the 

reading to find what you are missing. 

 

Perhaps I read this card more negatively than most; it certainly can indicate psychic 

awareness, magic, self-nurture, and the Goddess. Like every card in the Tarot, it has blessings 

to offer us. 

But on a practical note, when I reflect on Tarot readings I have done for myself and 

others, the most common meaning for this card is ‘You do not have all the information yet.’ 

It is really easy to make fear-based decisions, to react to life and commit to staying put, or 

moving on, before we really understand all of the facts. Most often The Moon will crop up to 

say, ‘Sit with it, don’t act yet, wait a while and all will become clearer.’ 

In a typical Tarot reading with me, lasting an hour, I like to do several nine-card 

readings (ten including the card at the bottom of the pack) to try and look at a problem from all 

angles and gain a sort of ‘three-dimensional’ picture, if you like. So, for “Will Max and I 



last as a couple?”, I may well look at you, look at Max, look at the energy between you, look 

at how you really feel about Max, and look at how Max really feels about you. Sometimes 

things are in such flux, minds are so scattered, that there really is no clear answer; then The 

Moon is likely to appear in several (often all) of the spreads. There may be someone else Max 

is considering, but totally undecided about; then The Moon may crop up to say, ‘As yet, not 

all of the facts are clear’ – almost a sign of things lurking, but not yet formed. Often for me if 

The Moon pops up more than once as I explore a question, it is telling me to stop; there is 

not enough clarity to answer this at the moment. I have no problem telling a client, “This is 

so much in flux right now, I cannot get a clear answer.” I see little point in fudging an 

answer. Sometimes it just isn’t clear. 

You may have a different ‘blocking card’ to mine. Take note of your readings – is 

there a certain card that just seems to say to you, ‘Stop reading for now’? 

 

The Sun 

“Integration.”  19 

A naked child rides a white horse. Behind him are a wall, sunflowers, and a large sun 

dominating the sky. 

 

Associations: Clarity, joy, happiness, play, optimism, vitality, renewed energy, improved 

health. 

 

Advice: Enjoy the happiness, get outside, play and have fun. 

 

Warning: I don’t see a negative side to this card – you may feel slight depression or lack of 

clarity, but the sun is ever reliable, the clouds will pass, and the blessings of this card will 

come to you. 

 

Question: What makes you happy? Go do it! 

 

Symbolism: 

 

• At its simplest level, The Sun card reminds us that getting outside in the sunshine – 

whether to garden, walk the dog, or simply read a book – is an excellent way to boost 

happiness. Even looking out of the window for a moment at the clouds clears the 



mind and lifts the spirits. The sun’s energy is the original source of life’s energy on 

this planet (with very few exceptions). Plants photosynthesise using the sun’s light 

and form the start of the food chain for the planet’s animals. The bright, bold sun 

represents our connection with that life source, whether we see that as a divine 

energy or a deity. Throughout the ages, to have a direct link with the divine energy 

has suggested that we are in a state of grace, blessing or Awen; when life simply 

flows because we are doing the right things, at the right time, for the right reasons. 

Often The Sun in a reading suggests happiness, clarity and contentment. 

• Throughout the Tarot we see the quest to integrate the different parts of ourselves. 

Note the sun’s rays: alternating straight (active) and wavy (passive). The Sun 

represents the wholeness and contentment we feel when life is balanced and 

integrated. 

• The sunflowers (turning to face the sun) represent the Hero (that’s you) seeking the 

truth and divine connection within his life. 

• The naked child reminds us of the qualities we find in children: hope, trust, and 

perhaps most importantly (assuming a secure family background), their ability to 

play. Children have a tremendous ability to be open-minded, to try different things, 

and to enjoy their failures and successes as part of the process. I am constantly 

amazed by my children’s ability to play, to find enjoyment any time, anywhere, with 

almost anything. What a tremendous learning tool this attitude must be. I think much 

of a child’s ability to play lies in their feeling of security and trust that their parents 

(or other responsible adults) will protect them; that the world is basically a fair and 

safe place. For me the wall represents this feeling of safety; it links us to the Ace of 

Pentacles and the Garden of Eden, or Paradise. 

• The red feather is the same as The Fool’s; this is the fool on his journey to 

happiness and individuation. 

• The red flag symbolises vitality, energy, good health, and passion. 

 

In a reading: 

 

• A sense of optimism, success and happiness relating to the question or life in general. 

• Clarity: a clear idea of where you would like to go, and how to achieve it. 

• Good health, improved energy levels and vitality. 



• Gratitude – count your blessings. 

• Go and do something that makes you happy! 

 

The negative side to this card: Just a reminder to spend time doing something you enjoy. 

Relax and have hope. 

 

It is utterly fascinating to reread these notes carefully for the first time in roughly eight years. 

Since then, I have been teaching Tarot on a monthly basis, as well as writing over two 

hundred blogs and racking up a serious number of hours as a card reader and teacher. I 

studied Tarot in such an insular way: one book, one deck. Now I learn so much from each 

and every reading I do, glimpsing how Tarot reflects hundreds upon hundreds of different 

lives. Much of my understanding remains the same, just deeper, enabling me to explore more 

complex issues and spot patterns more quickly. 

My deeper understanding of The Sun is the symbolism of the wall and the sunflowers. 

I love the image of the wall, linking us to the Garden of Eden in the Ace of Pentacles; it 

makes me think of the Norse idea of a ‘garth’ – a sacred, enclosed space. A garden is 

somewhere we can be connected to nature, but also feel safe. The wilderness and chaos are 

out there. That’s one of the things I love about The Sun: it is a card of joy, integration, vitality 

and safety. For so many, after tough and anxious times, the concept of feeling secure is most 

welcome. The sunflower I link to the sunflower in the Queen of Wands, and the solar plexus; 

the chakra which holds the divine fire, the seat of the ego. If you find The Sun and the Queen 

of Wands together in a reading, do a little research and feel into your solar plexus; try 

exploring affirmations that start with ‘I want’. 

I kept, kept, kept on getting the Queen of Wands towards the end of my marriage. I 

thought it was telling me to be more independent, to be more confident (it is far harder to 

read objectively for myself than for others). Then in one week I had two quite nasty 

accidents: one on my left thumb (it got in the way while chopping vegetables), and one on 

my right thumb (involving broken glass). I was a bit unsettled, and turned to our friend 

Google to research ‘thumb injury meanings’. This led me to decide that thumbs can be 

associated with will, strength and self-assertion. Suddenly the numerous times The Sun and 

the Queen of Wands had come up together in my readings made sense. My solar plexus was 

really out of alignment. I worked on that with breath and energy healing, started using the 

phrase “I want”, and gently eased myself back into a place of personal power. From The 



Moon (reflected light, hidden shadows) to The Sun (seeing things clearly now) – sometimes 

in the darkest moments you get the brightest cards to lead you out. 

 

Judgement 

“A wake-up call.”  20 

An angel blowing a horn wakes the dead to live a new life on earth. 

 

Associations: A new beginning, realisation, liberation, awakening, freedom, making a 

decision, hearing your soul call, taking responsibility for your life. 

 

Advice: Follow the message of your soul’s song. 

 

Warning: Don’t procrastinate on this or try to think your way out of it. 

 

Question: What are you waiting for? 

 

Symbolism: 

 

• For me, the most important symbol in Judgement is the horn. We have seen light 

used as a symbol so many times (through depictions of the sun, the moon, stars, or 

shadow); now we have sound. The horn is blown by the angel (which could represent 

your higher guidance or a divine connection), and the most reliable reading of 

Judgement for me is ‘a calling’. You hear with clarity your soul calling to you. There 

is no mistaking this; you can’t shut your ears like you can your eyes. The Day of 

Judgement is a story from the Bible of when the angel’s trumpet will awaken the 

dead, and the just will live again in heaven on earth. So many of us create our own 

mini life crises and dramas through self-limiting behaviours, childhood patterns, 

social conditioning, and not being honest about what we really want to do with our 

life. This is a moment (often repeated at different levels throughout life) when old 

patterns are broken and life seems to start again in an easier and happier manner 

(perhaps a woman who has chosen a run of abusive boyfriends seeks help, breaks the 

pattern, and falls in love with a lovely man). 



• The people are literally opening their coffins, ready to step out. If something (your 

job, your house, your partner, fear…) has been restricting you, this is the time to 

step up and step out. The Judgement card (rather than Death or The Tower) suggests 

you’ve already done the hard work, the soul-searching and the difficult 

psychological work. You are ready for this change. 

• The St George’s cross is not the martyr’s cross, as seen in the 6 of Cups. There are 

no victims or martyrs created by your choice. The equal cross also represents the four 

elements of the Minor Arcana, the four tools on the magician’s table, the four points 

on the compass. Your decision to follow your calling will impact not just on the 

psychological or spiritual level, but on your day-to-day life as well. You are creating a 

better life for yourself. 

 

Judgement: comparing ideas to find the truth. 

(Chambers Dictionary) 

 

In a reading: 

 

• There has been a shift, a change within you. Recognise this and make changes in your 

life to reflect it. 

• A calling; you just know something. 

• Breaking free of old patterns. 

• A new beginning, a clean slate. 

• Making a decision. 

 

The negative side to this card: All the potential of the card is there, but you are 

procrastinating and making excuses. 

 

The World 

“Successful completion.”  21 

An individual seems to step through a laurel wreath, a wand in each hand. 

Associations: Protection, natural endings and new beginnings, power, happiness, bliss, 

knowledge. 

 



Advice: Step into life with a light heart; this is a genuine blessing. 

 

Warning: Success is delayed, but still very possible. 

 

Question: Do you ‘know thyself’? 

 

Symbolism: 

• The four evangelists remind us of the Wheel of Fortune: patterns, cycles, karma, and 

surviving the difficult times by connecting with our calm inner self. The World in a 

reading suggests you have broken the old patterns and cycles that were holding you 

back and are now stepping into a new stage of your life, liberated from such 

negativity. If Judgement is the breaking of cycles, The World is stepping into your 

new, liberated life. 

• The wreath is traditionally a sign of victory and success. But it is made by the hands 

of man. It is not a tree or a flower; someone has taken nature’s bounty and created 

something with it. The World reminds us that whatever we are handed at birth 

(family, genetics, time and place of birth), we create our life by living it. Professor 

Stephen Hawking is a classic example. Despite having a terrible illness, he was a 

world-famous scientist. Sometimes your odds are irrelevant; it is what you actually 

do that matters. The World is a sign of success, regardless of background or chances. 

• Throughout our Tarot journey, the cards have illustrated that balance, equilibrium and 

integration are the keys to happiness. Often The World is illustrated as a 

hermaphrodite, a classic symbol of integrating our inner masculinity and inner 

femininity, or our passive and active sides. They are looking neither back nor 

forward, and carry two wands. If The Magician is ‘I’, then The World is ‘I am’. 

• We all need masks and social lies to hide behind as we go about daily life. Maybe other 

people aren’t ready to hear our truths yet. The light purple shawl suggests that this is 

someone who is authentic and honest but will use social niceties when needed to 

smooth the situation (think the King of Swords instead of the Queen). 

• The foot position links the card to The Hanged Man: success starts from within, not 

without. 

 

In a reading: 



 

• Everything works out for the best. 

• Sustainable success. 

• Realising your power. 

• If The World shows in the ‘past’ position, it often indicates an ending that was 

beneficial even if it was painful at the time, e.g. divorce, redundancy, moving house, 

etc. There is a suggestion that it led to better things. 

 

The negative side to this card: For me, this is only that the conclusion will take a little 

longer, but the strength of the card is so powerful that it will come. 

 

By witnessing so many people’s lives, I have come to understand that there are always doors 

we can walk through and doors that are better closed. Nothing is ever as black and white as 

we believe it to be. Then every now and again, we reach an understanding or a decision that 

is truly life-changing. The World will often show up in people’s past to represent the 

traumatic job loss or relationship breakdown that started them on a path that now feels so 

right. If you get The World in times of deep distress, then it is letting you know that this is a 

transformation your older self will thank you for. As a significant card in any reading it is a 

huge sign of success, and especially loved by clients buying and selling houses, as I call this 

the card of successful completion. 

Right now, I don’t feel I have fully stepped into my new life yet; I am still at the point 

of The World. I am aware I have stepped onto a new path; I’m just not quite ready to really 

embrace that yet. I am still gathering myself. The Fool and The Magician will start 

littering my readings when I am truly ready to move forward. For now, I wait in the place of 

The World, happy to have completed a part of my life, and not sure yet where my next path will 

lead. 

 


